RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
the supervision of the garden and the gardeners, and for seeing that the recommendations of the committee are carried out. He was a very active and useful member of the committee. He held very decided views, which in general seemed to me quite sound, about the desirability or otherwise of changes which might be suggested. He liked flowers to have bright and definite colours, and was very contemptuous of what are called in florists' catalogues " art shades ", and which he called muddles.
Though he was quite indifferent to distinctions and had refused one which many regard as the greatest which could be conferred upon them, there was one which I think he did appreciate : it was to have had a dish, Barbue Housman, which is a speciality of a famous Paris restaurant, named after him. The dinners which he gave as a member of the Dining Club had, like everything he did, the air of distinction. There was always some dish which few, if any, of his guests had met with before, and over which he had taken a good deal of trouble to instruct the College cook in all the details of its preparation. All the wine was good, and there was pretty sure to be some of special interest or rarity. He recognised, too, the virtues of beer. Has it ever been exalted to such a height of dignity as in
Malt does more than. Milton can
To justify God's ways to man ?
In the Leslie Stephen lecture, " The Name and Nature of Poetry ", he describes the way his poems had been made : in this, beer plays a part. They were not made by a sad mechanic exercise, but " there would flow into my mind, with sudden and unaccountable emotion, sometimes a line or two of verse, sometimes a whole stanza at once, accompanied, not preceded, by a vague notion of the poem